Holy Innocents’ Church     -     Reading Notes
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He borrows the reader’s voice, so that the congregation can hear him.
Adjust the microphone to suit your height then read directly into it.
There may be those in the congregation with hearing difficulties.
Read in a normal, relaxed tone of voice.               Make it interesting.

Each separate syllable has a life of its own and should be given individual attention. This clarifies and slows down your reading.   Pronounce each syllable carefully and distinctly.
Speak with authority. Speak to the people at the back of the church.
The microphone won’t do it for you. Project your voice loud and clear, but do not shout!
Our voices have a basic natural pitch, which rises and falls to shape our sentences. We drop the pitch to indicate an end, raise it for a question, etc. Don’t let your voice be monotonous.
Practice the “little quieter”/”little louder” variations that help to make sense of the reading. 
Don’t fade at the end of sentences. There will be those in the congregation using hearing aids, some children may be giving you opposition.

Variations of speed help shape the reading, if for example the story changes or another person becomes involved, etc.  
Slow down your speech; don’t just lengthen the pauses.   Better to be a little slow than too fast.
Pauses indicate punctuation, and thus make sense of the text. Pauses also add emphasis, give time to comprehend what has been said, and can signal a significant or difficult word coming up.
Attitude – You can tell if someone on the phone is smiling – when you smile it changes the facial mask, which changes the resonance.  Use Emotion! 
Very often the passage will have an important message. Be ready to emphasise that, so it comes across really clearly.  

Where appropriate, be joyful and enthusiastic, certainly with the Alleluias.
Vowels are open-mouthed sounds. Consonants are formed by contact between tongue, teeth, lips and palate. Practice saying a series of consonants G K V T B P.
The more you practice, the better you will sound.

If you mispronounce a word, carry on. If you do say it again, say it clearly.
Do not apologise. Stand well balanced on both feet.
Go to  www.netministries.org/bbasics     for pronunciation of bible words

