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Dear Cecilia and all our friends at Holy Innocents, 

                                                            Greetings from St Dominic's Parish!. 

                 I guess autumn is gradually yielding to winter. Here, several weeks 

ago, we thought that the Dry Season had arrived with the advent of the egrets.  

I'm always fascinated by these beautiful creatures. They migrate from either 

Spain or North Africa, annually. However, I'm not sure whether it's a result of 

the climate change, or perhaps their 'weather-forecaster' has it wrong, this 

year. But there's been several tropical storms since they settled down in our 

garden; anyway,the unexpected rains have been a bonus for our water melons.  

                Already our children have started their Christmas play practices 

which reminds me to also get moving on writing to all our friends. The below-

mentioned is the Newsletter I'm sending out - with a few 'up-dates' since last 

week.  

                                                  

CHRISTMAS Newsletter 2017 

  

                    People ask me about Mambu’s Book – My Lost Childhood – we are 

still working on it – when there’s the time; please, do not lose faith. 

                    Lawrence Quaye is this year's presenter of the Christmas Play. 

Lawrence is from Gayah Hills which is our Deanery's first 'outstation' 

which was opened way back in 1978. Lawrence  will hopefully go to the SMA 

Seminary when he finishes school in June. Father Varvee, the Archdiocesan 

Education Secretary, made an encouraging remark to him the other day - it's 

good for you to go for the SMA - to take the place of your 'pa' (which means 

me!). Anyway, for the diocese, we have Bishop Andrew Karnley and Fr Patick 

Kabba, from the Parish. 

                    We have been presenting the Nativity Play for the past thirty 

years – even during the war when our parishioners were languishing in Displaced 

Camps. A difference I've sensed this year, is the sheer enthusiasm to sign up 



for the cast. Sometimes, in the past we had to look for the players. But this 

year there were so many children contesting to be shepherds and kings.  

                   We had to console those who were left out by Lawrence's selection. 

 I concluded by saying that there's space for everyone in the play – for we can 

have as many shepherds, girls and boys, as we want; besides, if we read 

Matthew 2, carefully – there's no limit to the Magi, either - so who decided on 

'three'? Fortunately, I did have some biscuits left over from the 

previous Sunday’s Children’s Liturgy – so everyone went home satisfied! 

                   Some of you have been following our elections. Yes, they did indeed 

pass off peacefully, on October 10. For the first round of the Presidential Race, 

there was no less than 20 candidates. George Weah, the former footballer, 

came out well in front, with Vice-President Joseph Boakai, about 10% points 

behind him, in the national tally. However, because George didn't obtain 51% of 

the total votes, there's to be a second round between these top two candidates. 

                Some of the parties have claimed ‘fraud’ and so the Supreme Court 

ordered the Elections Commission to investigate. Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf vacates 

the Presidency on January 16, 2018. The resulting delay for the Second Round 

of the Elections, is now causing uncertainty and is having an adverse effect on 

the Economy. The Liberian Dollar continues to lose value against the U.S. dollar. 

Since last December it's lost 20% which is difficult for the majority of the 

population who have to do their purchases with Liberian Dollars. 

                    The twelve students who are still in College are doing well; and the 

twenty-eight girls and boys at St Dominic’s School are also trying – several are 

top of their respective classes which is encouraging. I’m very grateful for your 

continued help which has made this possible. 

                   James Nyanku has graduated with a BSc degree in Chemistry and 

Biology. Unfortunately, he wasn’t successful in gaining a place to the Medical 

College, this year. He is presently teaching at St Dominic’s School on a voluntary 

basis. He will take the entrance again, next year, as he feels a calling to study 

medicine.  

                    We can’t get everyone into College. Four former students are doing 

apprenticeships in Auto-mechanics. Amos is doing carpentry while another is 

working at the Mamba Point Hotel, in Monrovia. 

                    The only thing that continues to worry my heart is the situation of 

Peter Siewon Wehso. Siewon is 22 years old. He was brought to us ten years ago 

from the Belle Forest. He is a type 1, diabetic. His foster-parents had been 

giving him Kana-kana which is the bitter bark from a forest tree. When Siewon 

arrived at St Dominic’s, he was soon placed on Insulin.  

                     All these years, we have been trying our best – but it is becoming 

increasingly difficult to bring his annual supply of Mixtard from the U.K. This 

year, for the first time, we are able to purchase his Insulin from a local hospital 



in Monrovia – it will cost us $450.00 for one year’s supply. The hospital doesn't 

stock the Glucose Strips (two tests daily); someone explained that the people 

can't afford them. The best ‘deal’ I can find so far, is at ‘Lucky Pharmacy’ in 

Monrovia – one year’s supply of Glucose Strips will cost US$600.00. It is a 

pressing problem. I wish we could find some way out of this challenge. 

                   Sr Mary Barron and Sr Elizabeth Amoako-Arhen, O.L.A. Sisters 

(Our Lady of the Apostles) visited us during September. We are waiting until 

next June when at their Assembly in Rome, they will discuss our request for the 

Sisters to come here to help our people. Please keep up your prayers! 

                     Because of the uncertainty caused by the Elections, we did not 

feel it appropriate to have our annual Harvest Festival on Liberia’s Thanksgiving 

Day which is always the first Thursday of November. So, we celebrated the 

Harvest yesterday, being a national holiday. The idea behind the celebration, is 

that people from the villages contribute 'in kind'. After Mass, we reassembled 

under the shade of four palm trees. There, we auctioned mainly rice, palm oil 

and plantain. Over $1,000.00 was raised which helps with some of the running 

costs of the  deanery.The 'miscellaneous' items included seven roosters which 

raised $71.00 and a pair of healthy-looking ducks - which sadly raised only 

$7.20.!  

                 There is a story behind those two mature ducks. Jefferson Boakai 

brought them, one week before the Harvest which was rather early. I asked 

Mambu’s family to take care of them until November 29 – as they can be quite 

‘messy’ around our outside kitchen where we do our cooking! 

                But on a more serious note, Jefferson was selected as the leader of a 

group which is being supported by the Bible Translators of the Lutheran Church 

based in Arizona. They are helping us to translate the New Testament into Gola 

which I’ve been passionately desiring for the past forty years.  

                  With kindest regards from us all here in Liberia, 

                      Wishing you a blessed Christmas, 

                                       Fr Garry 

 

 


